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Serving the special needs in Wise County
A Decatur FFA Area Secretary High School Senior,
Lyndi Luttrell, had been selected to be a Ford

Lyndi Luttrell, had been selected to be a Ford
Leadership Scholar along with 9 of the top Texas
FFA members. This FFA group went through a week
long intense leadership training all across Texas
training them on how to implement a sustainable
community service project. Lyndi examined the
community needs here in Wise County and noticed
a lack of activities for those with special needs,
hence the idea for a special needs rodeo, began.
The Heart of a Champion special needs rodeo event
took place on December 15 at the NRS Arena. There were 40 special needs participants that were split into
4 color groups. The Decatur FFA Members came out to help. The event began with a grand entry with the
participants on trailers. They rotated through 4 stations which included a photo booth with rodeo clowns and
rodeo queens, stick horse barrel racing, flour branding and dummy calf roping. Each participant received a
swag bag full of NRS goodies and a belt buckle donated by Justin Boot Company. The event was filled with
laughter and fun! NRS was honored to be a part of such a meaningful event.

TESTIMONIAL from a special needs parent:

I really wish I could express with words what my heart is feeling but most that know me know that I
am not good with words. Thank you is just not enough to express my gratitude. Each one of you
have blessed our family in ways you could not possibly imagine. You see when Jason was younger
we received a lot of good attention as he was small and no one really focused on his disabilities,
however, now that he is older the attention we receive is that of “feeling sorry for him” or just plain
avoidance. We go a lot and most of the time people stare or turn away. But last night hundreds of
people honored him, made him feel important, and the focus was on what he could do-be a part of a
real rodeo. He was able to experience barrel racing, roping, branding, and even have his picture
taken with Rodeo Queens and real Rodeo Clowns! You gave him an experience he will treasure for
years to come. What is even more awesome, you gave 39 other participants the same thing!!
As I walked around the event I saw volunteers interact with our group and cheer them on in the
events, I saw the participants smiles and felt their excitement to be in the spotlight, I heard their
laughter and you could tell they were having the time of their life. I saw them proudly look at their
parents as to say- See I am part of a real rodeo!! And to top off everything, to see their faces when
they received the belt buckles!
You not only gave this to the participants but to the parents as well. Many of them came up to me
after the rodeo and were amazed that y’all produced a 1st class rodeo and experience for their child.
I was even asked by a couple of parents “Why would they do this-they don’t even know us”. But as
each group of parents left, they expressed their gratitude and were so excited their child had the
opportunity to participate.
Your sacrifice of time, money, equipment, and use of your facility gave 40 guys and gals with special
needs a feeling of importance, a feeling of being “normal”, the experience of being in a rodeo, but
most of all a lifetime memory they will cherish forever. With a grateful heart I would like to thank
each and every one of you for giving my son and 39 others and awesome rodeo experience!
Charli Franks
Matthew 25:40 "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Visitors from the Czech Republic experience the Ranch
Jiri Jaros came all the way from Czech Republic to
see his daughter, Johana, graduate from
Gainesville, TX with an Equine Management degree.

They came to NRS because they rope and ride in
the Czech and can't get the items they need over
there. Johana had been shipping her father ropes
and other items they needed. Johana was so
excited to be able to show her dad a fun time at the
Ranch with shopping and a golf cart ride.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NRS Manager Recognition
Rob would like to take a moment to recognize a handful of Managers for their performance in December that
helped make it an awesome month for NRS.
Ashley Buchanan, for driving the employee recognition program through the 4th quarter, always
making sure to have someone to recognize for their hard work and praising them publicly.
Amber Lane & Jeff Spradlin, for their help on the roadshow while still keeping in touch with their
teams here at home.
Kyle Wade, Chris White, Stephanie Jones & Mark Pingel, for holding down the fort while the
roadshow teams were out.
Jennifer Gibson, for her dedication and customer focus in resolving call center issues during the
stress of Christmas.
Lane Hedeman, for back-to-back sales growth months in the Farm & Ranch Equipment category.

JANUARY Birthdays!

Welcome December New Hires!

Jan. 04 - Alyssa Woods

Connie Mitchell - IT

Jan. 04 - Haley Humphrey

Amber Arnold - Graphics

Jan. 04 - Gretchen Fenley

Cheryl Proctor - Accounting

Jan. 06 - Anastasia Rodriguez

Don McCaffrey - IT

Jan. 07 - Reagan Taylor

Cody Mack - Misc.

Jan. 09 - Stephen Smith

Shayna Johnson - Sales Apparel

Jan. 10 - Monica Therrien

John Holland - Feed Store

Jan. 11 - Brett White

Lucinda Diaz - Cashier - Weatherford

Jan. 14 - Shary Henderson
Jan. 15 - David Isham

REHIRES: WELCOME BACK!

Jan. 16 - Jennifer Gibson

Reagan Taylor - Sales Apparel - Decatur

Jan. 18 - Derek Winter

Addison Nation - Cashier - Decatur

Jan. 18 - Nolan Stone

Jacob Kemp - Cashier - Decatur

Jan. 18 - Haley Shurden

Shannon Martin - Cashier - Decatur

Jan. 20 - Brenda Jewell
Jan. 20 - Tracy Humphrey
Jan. 21 - Hannah Humphrey
Jan. 21 - Sarah Jennings

NRS Trailers
Traci Moore - Decatur Receptionist

Jan. 21 - Sarah Jennings
Jan. 26 - Edward Walker
Jan. 27 - Steve Bradley
Jan. 28 - Traci Moore
Jan. 29 - Darcy Boyce
Jan. 30 - Lysandra Burton
Jan. 30 - Brandon Henderson

Stay Healthy

Upcoming Events

Happy Customer:

Should you go Gluten

Weekly Jackpots start

Facebook post from

Free?

next week!

Wes Roberson:

"Eliminating gluten, and eating a

"I would like to thank Katy

gluten-free diet can help reduce your

Simpkins for Christmas

risk of heart disease, certain cancers,

shopping for my wife.

and other health-related conditions,

She did a great job picking

like diabetes, if you have a gluten

out my presents.

intolerance,” says Christy Shatlock, lead

Thanks again Katy at NRS"

dietician for bistroMD. “A gluten-free
diet can also help your body ward off
viruses and germs, just because many
of the foods you eat will be full of
antioxidants, and essential vitamins
and minerals.” READ MORE...
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